' COUNCIL MEETING
September 10, 2008

The Council Meeting of the Council of the County of Kaua‘i was called to
order by the Council Chair at the Council Chambers, Historic County
Building, 4396 Rice Street, Room 201, Lihu‘e, Kaua‘i, on Wednesday,
September 10, 2008 at 10:22 a.m., after which the following members answered the
call of the roll:

Honorable Tim Bynum

Honorable Shaylene Iseri-Carvalho (excused at 3: 28 p.m.)
Honorable Daryl W. Kaneshiro

Honorable Ronald Kouchi (excused at 3:25 p.m.)
Honorable Mel Rapozo

Honorable JoAnn A. Yukimura

Honorable Jay Furfaro, Council Chair

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Mr. Rapozo moved for approval of the agenda as circulated, seconded by
Mr. Bynum, and unanimously carried.

MINUTES of the following meetings bf the Council:
Council Meeting of August 13, 2008

Mr. Rapozo moved for approval of the minutes as circulated, seconded by
Mr. Kaneshiro, and unanimously carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:
JAY FURFARO, COUNCIL CHAIR: The next matter please?

PETER A. NAKAMURA, COUNTY CLERK: The next matter is on page 7 of
the Council’s agenda. There has been a request to take up Resolution No. 2008-42.

There being no objections, Resolution No. 2008-42 was taken out of order.
Resolution No. 2008-42, RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RECOVERY OF

THE HAWAI'T STATE MAMMAL, THE CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ENDEMIC
HAWAITAN MONK SEAL:

Chair Furfaro: Thank you. This is a resolution on pagé 7.
Councilwoman Yukimura, are you going to pursue discussion on this matter?
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JOANN A. YUKIMURA: Yes, Mr. Chair, if you could suspend the rules and
we have in the audience Keiko Bonk who was here previously and who will be
speaking on this resolution.

Chair Furfaro: Thank you. I will suspend the rules.
There being no objections, the rules were suspendéd.

SHAYLENE ISERI-CARVALHO: I have a question. I believe we have an
extensive discussion regarding this matter. I am prepared to approve it at this time
knowing all of the information. We had received a lengthy packet. Is there
something different that is going to be presented that we did not otherwise hear
before?

Ms. Yukimura: - I don’t know at this point. I think I would just like
to give Ms. Bonk the courtesy of being able to speak to the resolution.

Chair Furfaro: Let me ask Ms. Bonk to come up and I will address
some of the Councilmember’s concerns raised on this because we are on an agenda
today, and that puts us in a difficult time capsule I might say. So if you could come
up Ms. Bonk, I will readdress that question to you. First of all, good morning and
thank you very much for being here.

KEIKI BONK: Good  morning  Chair  Furfaro  and
Councilmembers. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak to you once
again on this issue. I just wanted to thank...

Chair Furfaro: Before we go any further, there was a specific
question if there was additional information from the previous... if could also
address your comments this morning. Thank you.

Ms. Bonk: I was just about to do that. Thank you Chair.
Chair Furfaro: Oh, I apologize.
Ms. Bonk: As far as yZ)ur' question is concerned, I don’t have

any additional things to add to my presentation ‘except that your staff has already
taken care of a typo that I saw in your resolution. I just wanted to thank you for
this resolution, but I do come today with some of the volunteers from the island of
Kaua‘. I think it was a really interesting perspective to get some of their ideas and
perspectives on their program here on Kaua‘... the local based program for the
Hawaiian Monk Seals. So if you would allow them to speak, I think this will be a
good opportunity.

Chair Furfaro: And I will give them, according to our rules, three
(3) minutes each to speak on the subject. That is not a problem at all.
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Ms. Bonk: ' Is that fair?

Ms. Iseri-Carvalho: | That is great.

Chair Furfaro: | That is in our rules.

Ms. Bonk: Alright, thank you so much and thank you for this

resolution. The one thing that I did want to comment on was that you took it
further than I thought you would in terms of a resolution and initiative and
included taking County steps to develop a program as well as advocating for
Federal and State adequate funding, so thank you so much for that part of the
resolution as well because it shows your own initiative.

Chair Furfaro: Before I recognize any other Councilmembers, am I
correct that the new census number is 1,200!

Ms. Bonk: 1,200 was the amendment that your staff made.
Also, Mimi Olry, Dr. Olryis here today who is the seal coordinator for Kaua‘i. She
has more things to tell everyone, so if you would allow her to speak, that would be
great too. Thank you. '

Chair Furfaro: We have a question for you.
Ms. Bonk: Oh, you do.
Chair Furfaro: I acknowledge that Councilman Rapozo, he has a

- -

question for you.

MEL RAPOZO: Well, it is just a comment that, in fact, once this
passes today, it will be sent to HSAC, the Hawai‘i State Association of Counties for
introduction for it to be part of the legislative package as well.

Ms. Bonk: Thank you Vice Chair Rapozo and thank you JoAnn
Yukimura for co-introducing this resolution, and taking it to the State level.
Mahalo.

Chair Furfaro: We have four (4) speakers from your group. Is that
correct? Three (3), so the first of you would like to come up, please Thank you for
being here this morning.

DR. MIMI OLRY: Thank you. My name is Mimi Olry and I am the
Monk Seal Coordinator on Kaua‘i and I appreciate all the Councilmembers for
inviting us and for your concern about the Hawaiian Monk Seal. I functioned in
this role for three (3) years now on Kaua‘i. It was previously following up on census
that was done by coordinator Shawn Fary(sp.?) who also worked towards developing
a community based response group. My role on Kaua'i is to do emergency response
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and, of course, daily, we have seals that come up on the island to rest and haul out.
So I have a wonderful group of volunteers that work with me throughout the
community on different parts of the island. I work not just for the State of Hawai'i,
Department of Land & Natural Resources, Division of Aquatic Resources, but also
in coordination with the Federal agency NOAA Fisheries. So volunteers work with
me as well to do marine mammal strandings, so I just wanted to let you know that
my volunteer group covers when we’ve got whale (inaudible) or stranded dolphins
too. So we work in coordination to take care of those situations as well and
(inaudible) events which are very important because it is such a critically
endangered species and we do have fisheries interactions. Just a few days ago, my
volunteers assisted me with biologist that came over from the Honolulu office to
de-hook a seal and some of the volunteers didn’t even come today because we are
looking for another seal that has been hooked. So this does happen and we do a lot
of outreach and education trying to get the community to be involved to be aware of
our Hawaiian Monk Seals and their critical state. I just want to share that we have
a new booklet that has just come out by NOAA Fisheries and also DLNR about
conservation of our marine resources and it details what to do and who to contact,

so I will share this with you. Also, it outlines hotline numbers to call and informs
the community what to do with our various marine resources from limu to
Hawaiian Monk Seals, so I want to share with you that also.

Chair Furfaro: .-Would you like to share one of those numbers with
us, so it will appear under the...

Dr. Olry: Yes, I would.
Chair Furfaro:  Please go right éhead.
Dr. Olry: Thank you Chairman. My hotline number for monk

seals or as I said in marine mammal stranding or concerns is (808) 651-7668 and
that is 24/7 at that hotline number is answered. Also, like I said and sometimes we
work in coordination to help take care of the turtles too, so we stay busy. So I would
like this time to give you an opportunity just to listen to some of our volunteers that
have worked within the community too and thank you very much.

Chair Furfaro: Thank you for the work you do for us. Good
morning gentlemen. If I can have you introduce yourself before you begin your
presentations.

LLOYD MIYASHIRO: Aloha, my name is Lloyd Miyashiro.
DON HANSEN: My name is Don Hansen.
Mr. Miyashiro: Both volunteers with this sea protection program

‘and weren’t... I wasn’t prepared to speak, so I just want to thank the Council for
supporting this resolution and by your action supporting the endangered species...
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as you all know, I am born and raised on this island, so a generation ago, as you
know, there wasn’t any monk seals on this island and some things making them
move from our uninhabited islands over here. You heard 1,200 left in the world.
The numbers are also dropping 100 a year, so like in 12 years, there Won’t be any
left of our Hawaiian Monk Seals. So that is why I am volunteering.

Mr. Hansen: And thank you too and I was trying to think what I
was going to say here with three (3) minutes. _I think one sad thing that I have to
say is that I look at the children in the school’and maybe they are my age, there
won’t be any monk seals even to look at. It will just be pictures and that is what is
really sad about it and that is all that I have to say. Thank you.

Chair Furfaro: You know, I have had some experience and with
staff that I worked with in trying to identify these seals that you seem to visit the
same place periodically. We had a famous pair down in Nukolii. One was called
moki and the-other one was called Ana. Is there a tradition with the some of your
volunteers to idéntify the seals and bless them W1th a spec1ﬁc name? -

Mr. Miyashiro: There is a 10 month old baby that someone has
named Hoku on the eastside. Most are just numbers for identification.

Mr. Hansen: ' And what is nice about it that all the volunteers, we
try to take pictures of the seal from every angle to identify them by scars, by their
bleach marks, and just by basically get to know the seal. Mimi has done a fantastic
job cataloging and producing a data base that goes to Honolulu. So we get together
every month and we go through all our pictures, we identify the seal, or try to if it
doesn’t have a tag number on by the scars and then we log everything, we record
everything, and then we send it to Honolulu. She has done a fantastic job. She
really has.

Chair Furfaro: - Thank you. Councilwoman Yukimura?

Ms. Yukimura: I just wondered if you could share with us your
experience of people’s reactions to the seal (visitor or resident) when they see them
or hear them or know them if you have any stories.

Mr. Miyashiro: Most of the time if there is a barrier up and signs,
visitor or local are very respectful. Once in a while, we run across fishermen say,
this is my territory, what is the seal doing here or tourist wanting to poke at the
seal, but that is rare, and most people are very cooperative and understanding.

Mr. Hansen: What happens sometimes in an area where we have
a seal roped off, we are there all the time and we are approached by visitors, tourist,
and (inaudible) people also. We try to educate as much as possible and will talk...
like (inaudible) will talk for hours. He is great and his wife (inaudible)... we tried to
educate... there are times that we will get a tourist that will see a seal on the beach
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and they will try to push it back into the water because they think it shouldn’t be on
the beach... because they just don’t know, so we are trying to educate a lot of the
resorts and (inaudible)... letting to know that this is the proper etiquette for them
to use when they see a monk seal and hopefully they don’t harass a monk seal.
Thank you. b L

Chair Furfaro: “Mr. Bynum?

Mr. Bynum: - . So thanks Lloyd and Don for being here. 1 really
appreciate your volunteer efforts and I just put in my cell phone the hotline monk
seal phone number. So the protocol is if you see a monk seal (inaudible) to let the
hotline know, right? So volunteers can come and help do that education and I think
you are right that Mimi has done an incredible job here on Kaua‘ and all of you
about increasing that education. So I know that my awareness was raised during
this two (2) times that you have been here about how critical this is and it is
exciting that we have an increased population here on the main islands particularly
on Kaua‘4, but it also is a challenge for us as these are the inhabited islands, so
thanks very much for your work, and that number is 651-7668. So put it in your cell
phone especially if you live here, so you can be ready to be a volunteer at a moments
notice and assist.

Chair Furfaro: Thank you gentlemen. Thank you very much. Obh,
hold on, one more question. :

Ms. Iseri-Carvalho: And maybe it is better for Mimi, but I have been
reading and going through the book as others have been asking questions and it is
just an excellent resource guide and it appears it just came out this year in
publication. Where would people be able to get one of these?

Dr. Olry: At the State building (inaudible-not at the mike).

Ms. Iseri-Carvalho: At the State building in the DLNR office and have
these publications been placed at the schools?

Dr. Olry: No, we plan to do that (inaud.ible).'

.Chair Furfaro: Okay, excuse me, you can’t answer the question

from the audience. You need to come up. Gentlemen, thank you very much. I am
going to ask Mimi to come up.

Dr. Olry: Yea, my volunteers... since we just received these,
we are planning to take them to some of the resorts to, again, the personnel that
work in security and maintenance and the front desk and also to the schools as well.
We hope to, just again, raise awareness of how to take care of our marine resources
because, again, they are (inaudible)...
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Ms. Iseri-Carvalho: Exactly, and it is a very impressive publication and
there were a lot of people that participated in it and a lot of phone numbers that
people would not otherwise have. They talk about land base pollution as well as
environmental violations where you can report people who litter on the beach
including things like cigarette butts and beverage containers, garbage bags, and I
see here that when a report is made by a caller, a‘letter is sent out to the registered
owner of the vehicle as long as they have the information as far as the license
number and they tell you exactly what information you need (vehicle, make, model,
color, license plate number, daytime locatlon) Who is following up on this?

Dr. Olry: It depends on what division of marine resources,
but generally like myself working with marine mammals, I work in coordination
with our DOCARE officers, enforcement officers for our resources, so I make reports
to them, so we will work in coordination.

Ms. Iseri-Carvalho: ©  Great and excellent resource guide and thank you
for all your hard work and even to do a class or the Charter Schools on marine
conservation is something that I believe every school from elementary through high
school should be aware of and what kind of information is needed to report.
Because it appears that there is a strong desire for enforcement and this tells you
exactly what the information you need on any types of violations on the Federal
level, the State level, as well as the County level. It is very impressive. Thank you.

Dr. Olry: The truth is, it takes the whole community to take
care of our resource, so we really depend on people that live here to coordinate with
us because, obviously, I can’t take care of everything pertaining to marine mammal,
so I will work with volunteers, but, again, we still even need more with the
community working in hand with us.

Ms. Iseri-Carvalho: And I know the Prosecutor’s Office also who is
responsible for enforcement of these kinds of violations as well as DLNR violations,
they do presentations throughout the schools as well as the community and to have
a resource guide like this to provide information is just an...'I believe just an
excellent opportunity to bring awareness to the community and to the kids, so that
they can start participating and volunteering and assuring that our resources as the
earlier speaker said, are there for them and their kids as well.

Dr.Olry: =~ - Right, and more often than not, when the children
are out there with us with the monk seals or with any sort of marine animal, they
are the ones that really care and we try to... it took two (2) years to produce this,
but we really want to have an answer and have a way for people to get involved.

Ms. Iseri-Carvalho: We had talked earlier about prevention,
education... we do worry about enforcement, but prevention and education is key.

Dr. Olry: Certainly.




COUNCIL MEETING -8- September 10, 2008

Chair Furfaro: Thank you Very much. Mr. Rapozo?

Mr. Rapozo: Thank you. Is it possible to get some of these books
in some of our County facilities like our Parks & Recreation Department?

Dr. Olry: . -Yes; it is.

Mr. Rapozo: Do we have enough of them that we can actually...

Dr. Olry: We just got three (3) boxes, so I think I can spread
them out.

Mr. Rapozo: As people come in for camping permits or asklng.

request... information on our facilities, I think this is a great book.

Dr. Olry: Definitely, again, prevention is worth a pound of
cure that this really helps people to be aware and to know what they can do and
become involved.

Chair Furfaro: Thank you Mimi. .Anyone else from the public
wishes to speak? If not, I will call this meeting back to order.

The meeting was called back to order, and proceeded as follows:

Chair Furfaro: We will be voting...
Ms. Yukimura: Mr. Chair, may I move to approve please?
Chair Furfaro: Yes.

Ms. Yukimura moved to approve Resolution No. 2008-42, seconded by Mr. Rapozo.

Ms. Yukimura moved to amend Resolution No. 2004-42 as circulated, seconded by
Mr. Rapozo.

Ms. Yukimura: This amendment for the viewing public is one that
changes the typo which says that there are 12,000 remaining monk seals. The
accurate number is 1,200 which is a huge difference, so that is the amendment
which just reflects reality.

Chair Furfaro: Any further discussion? All those in favor of the
amendment?

The motion to amend Resolution No. 2008-42 was then put, and unanimously
carried.




